Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 044724 

61 

ORIGIN SMI-01 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-OO OES-05 ABF-01 FSE-00 /017 R 

DRAFTED BY SMLIAP :FBERKOWITZ:PBK 

APPROVED BY OES/SCI/BMP:MSBEAUBIEN 

SMI:IAP:RTCONROY 

SMEWDCOERR 

NEA/INS:BBROWN (INFO) 

OES/S CI/BMP : AERICHMOND (INFO) 

084980 

P 272139Z FEB 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 044724 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS:OSCI, IN 

SUBJECT : SMI/SFCP - SHIPMENT OF EQUIPMENT FOR AGNICAYANA 
RITUAL FILMING 

REF: STATE 277363 DECEMBER 18, 1974 

1. SMI PLANNING TO SHIP AIR FREIGHT OR AIR POUCH 15 CASES, 

500 - 600 LBS, PHOTOGRAPHIC AND TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT, 

FILM AND RECORDING TAPES, FOR USE ON THE SMITHSONIAN - SFCP- 
SPONSORED PROJECT TO FILM THE LAST PERFORMANCE OF AN 
AGNICAYANA RITUAL IN KERALA. DR. J. FRITS STAAL, UNIVERSITY 
OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, IS THE PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 
OF THE GOI- APPROVED PROJECT, WHICH IS ADMINISTERED THROUGH 
THE AIIS. 

2. EMBASSY ASSISTANCE IN RECEIVING THE SHIPMENT AND MAKING 
CUSTOMS CLEARANCES FOR THE EQUIPMENT WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 
ALL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES WILL BE USED AS TOOLS OF TRADE 
AND WILL BE TAKEN FROM INDIA AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
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PROJECT. A PACKING LIST WILL BE FORWARDED AS SOON AS 
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AVAILABLE. 

3. PACKAGES WILL BE CONSIGNED TO AMERICAN EMBASSY, NEW 
DELHI, INDIA, ATTENTION JAMES ROACH, CULTURAL 
COUNSELLOR. RETURN ADDRESS WILL BE SMITHSONIAN. 

4. STAAL AND PHOTOGRAPHER ROBERT GARDNER ARRIVE IN 
NEW DELHI MARCH 25 TO COLLECT THE SHIPMENT. FILMING 
BEGINS THE LAST WEEK OF MARCH IN KERALA. 

5. GRANT DOCUMENT AND DISBURSEMENT FOLLOW. KISSINGER 
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